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New Testament Worship – Lesson 4

REVIEW
Lesson 2 – Elements of Worship/Prayer
§

Can you name the basic elements of Worship and Prayer?
o _____________
o _____________
o _____________
o _____________
o _____________

Lesson 3 – Worship in the Old Testament Era
§

Can you name the elements of Patriarchal worship (from Adam to the Exodus)?
o Prayer
o _____________
o Offering – a _____________ animal
o Priest
o _____________
o Done by _____________

§

Can you name the new element of Mosaic worship (from Moses to the Second Temple)?
o _____________ / _____________
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Worship in the New Testament Era: The Foundation of Jesus
Christ
v Christ’s Incarnation, Life, Death, and Resurrection: Fulfillment of the Mosaic
Covenant and Foundation of the New Covenant

And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered the
synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. 17And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed
to Him. And He opened the book and found the place where it was written,
18“THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME,
BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE
POOR.
HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES,
AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND,
TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED,
19TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.”
20And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on Him. 21And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing.”
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§

When we look at Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, where can we see the elements of
covenantal worship?
o Prayer – (Luke 6:12; Mark 1:35; Matt 14:23; Gethsemane – Luke 22:39-46; Heb 5:7)
o Altar – the _____________ (John 19:17)
o Offering – (Heb 9:14)
o Priest – (Heb 3:1-6)
o Sacrifice – (Heb 10:10; 1 Cor 5:7)
o Temple – (John 2:18-21)
o Done by faith - (Rom 3:22)

v Read Hebrews 3:1-6 and Hebrews 7:11-26 and Hebrews 9
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o How do we compare the two covenants (Moses vs Christ)?
§

_____________

§

_____________

§

_____________
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Worship in the New Testament Era: Apostolic Origins –
Apostles’ teaching, koinonia, Eucharist & prayers
v Timeframe: 1st Phase: AD 33 – 70; 2nd Phase: AD 70-105

St Luke, writing in Acts 2:41-47, says:
So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand
souls. 42They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and
many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. 44And all those who had believed were
together and had all things in common; 45and they began selling their property and possessions and were
sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. 46Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple,
and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of
heart, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day
by day those who were being saved.
§

What are the four elements of the Apostolic worship that are listed here?
1. _____________
2. _____________
3. _____________
4. _____________

§

What is the new entry requirement for the covenant in Christ? (Hint: v.41) _____________
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v Apostles’ Teaching
o At this point, what sources did the Apostles use for their teaching?
§

______ _____________ (written)

§

_____________ _____________ (oral) – Cf 1 Cor 15:3-8

o Can you think of a time in the Divine Services when we listen to the Apostles’
teaching?
§

_____________ and _____________ (Divine Liturgy)

§

_____________ and other ______ _____________ readings (Vespers,
Matins, Compline, etc)

v Fellowship
o What does fellowship likely mean here? Is it horizontal (man-to-man) or vertical
(man-to-God), or both? _____________

o What aspects of fellowship are emphasized in the New Testament?
§ _____________ fellowship (1 Cor 1:9; 2 Cor 13:14; 1 John 1:3)
§

_____________ fellowship (1 John 1:7)

§

Fellowship in the _____________ of Christ (Phil 3:10)

§

_____________ in the Church (1 Cor 5:2)

§

Sharing in the _____________ of Christ (1 Cor 10:16)

v Breaking of Bread
o What does this phrase bring to mind?
§

The _____________

§

_____________ _____________, potlucks, etc (Acts 2:46)

v Prayer(s)
o What did the Apostles use for “the prayer(s)”?
§

The _____________ (Acts 2:46)

§

The Psalms, which is known as the Church’s _____________
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Worship in the New Testament Era: Influences of both Temple
and Synagogue worship on Apostolic Worship
v The Synagogue Provided an Overall Structure to the Apostolic Worship
1. The _____________
The opening part of the synagogue service was a series of prayers, a litany, blessing God
for His love toward mankind. Currently, the Orthodox liturgy begins with the Great
Litany.
2. The _____________
The Litany was immediately followed by a confession of God's faithfulness and of
mankind's sin. In the Divine Liturgy, these may be found in the prayers between the
Great Litany and the Scripture reading.
3. _____________ Prayer
The third part was the Eulogy, the prayers of intercession. Likewise these intercessory
prayers complement the confessions in preparation for the Scripture readings.
4. _____________ Readings
The reading(s) from the Law and the Prophets followed this. In the Divine Services,
these include Old Testament readings as well as Epistle and Gospel readings.
5. _____________
The reading was followed by a sermon which expanded upon the reading and clarified its
application to daily life. This is the homily or sermon in the Divine Liturgy.
6. _____________
The service concluded with a Benediction, which means "good word." We always have a
benediction in the Dismissal.
o How many similarities with the Divine Liturgy can you see in the list above?
§

_____________

§

_____________

§

_____________

§

_____________
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v The Jewish Temple, patterned after what Moses had seen in his vision(s), was a copy of
what original place of worship? _____________ _____________ (Heb 9:11; 23-26)
o The Temple layout and worship have influenced the Apostolic and Orthodox worship in
the following ways:
1. The ________ -_______ division of sacred space, symbolizing our approaching a
holy God:
Outer Court / Holy Place / Holy of Holies –vs - Narthex / Nave / Altar
2. The _____________ of God through the _____________ of the Lamb
Ark / Mercy Seat / Sprinkled Blood –vs- Body & Blood of Lamb of God on the
Throne

v Contrast between the earthly Jewish Temple and the heavenly Temple (Heb 12:18-24)
18For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and
gloom and whirlwind, 19and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that
those who heard begged that no further word be spoken to them. 20For they could not bear the command,
“IF EVEN A BEAST TOUCHES THE MOUNTAIN, IT WILL BE STONED.” 21And so
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terrible was the sight, that Moses said, “I AM FULL OF FEAR and trembling.”
22But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to
myriads of angels, 23to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to
God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.

Element
Prayer

Patriarchal Worship

Mosaic Worship

Christian Worship

Extemporaneous, from

Written in Scriptures;

Written in OT & NT

oral tradition

Psalms

Scriptures; composed by
_________ _____________

Sacrifice

Slain animal (lamb)

Slain animal (lamb)

Slain _____________
_________

Altar

Hand built, dissembled

Location

Open air

Hand built, reassembled

The _____________ / the

as Israel moved

Earth

Within Holy of Holies,

Open Air, offered within

within Tabernacle

_____________ Holy of
Holies

Temple

N/A

Earthly: either mobile or

_____________: permanent;

permanent

also is Christ’s __________

Offering

Shed blood

Shed blood

Shed blood

Priesthood

Male, usually eldest

Male, mortal, members

Male human Lord who

father of a clan

of entire clan of Levi

_____________ dies; male

(sons of Aaron)

priesthood shares in

o Do the two Temples fit together harmoniously or otherwise? _____________ (Heb
13:10)

